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Booktalk: Everything All at Once, by Katrina Leno  

 
[Hook: Read aloud from first page]: 
“The day we threw Aunt Helen’s ashes into the Atlantic Ocean was very windy. I’m assuming 
you’ve never seen someone get a mouthful of their dead sister’s ashes, but that is exactly what 
happened to my dad, in slow motion, his mouth opening into an O as he lifted the top off the urn 
and thrust it forward”  
 
That’s the beginning of Everything All at Once. Now that you have that image in your head, let 
me give you some context. 
 
Imagine there’s this book series, the Alvin Hatter books, about a boy who lives forever. They are 
the most popular children’s book series in the world. Ever. They’re more popular than Harry 
Potter! The author is known all around the world. People are constantly stopping her on the 
street or writing her letters to say how much her characters mean to them.  
 
Now imagine that this woman is your aunt. Well, she WAS your aunt, because she just died 
from cancer. So you’re trying to cope with your aunt’s death, and also your regular anxiety is 
getting really intense, because you can’t stop thinking about death, and all the ways people can 
die, and why do we even do things if we’re all just going to die?? You’re really sad, but the rest 
of the world seems heartbroken too. Millions of people wore black on the day your aunt died. 
You see her face on the cover of magazines and all over the tv and the internet. You see 
random people holding your aunt’s books in bookstores and sobbing.  
 
But what all those people don’t know, what even your own parents and brother don’t know, is 
that your aunt left you 24 letters, to open over the course of 3 weeks. Each one has a request  -- 
something for you to do. They start off small and then get a little bigger. First it’s: Have fun at a 
party. Go get a book from a man at a record store. Then: Do something a little reckless. Do 
something you’re not supposed to do. 
 
And they’re all leading up to your aunt revealing her deepest, darkest secret. What could it 
possibly be? Does it have something to do with the Alvin Hatter books? And what’s the deal with 
the mysterious boy who says he was your aunt’s student and he wants to help you follow 
through on the requests in the letters, but sometimes seems really really sad, like maybe he has 
a secret of his own? 
 
It’s a lot to suddenly have put on the shoulders of a 17-year-old girl, right? It’s like suddenly 
you’re dealing with EVERYTHING ALL AT ONCE, by Katrina Leno. 
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